
May 2011 Lake Lanier Index 

Lake Lanier warmed to 70 degrees the first weekend of May, 13 degrees higher 

than in April.  The Secchi readings averaged 6.5 feet same as last month.  The best 

reading was off Lanier Sailing Club at 11.7 feet.  The lowest reading was North of 

the Rowing Venue at 3 feet.  Our A section averaged 3 feet, B 10.4 feet and C 8.8 

feet.  Our highest chlorophyll a reading of 7ppb was off a dock in Little River.  

Section B and C averaged 1 and A averaged 1.8 ppb.  An increase of chlorophyll a 

in April and May is to be expected as the Lake warms. 

We will leave our Lake Lanier index at 6 with similar readings as last month. 

Adopt-A-Lake divides Lake Lanier into three sections “A” north of Brown’s Bridge, 

“B” the center region south of the Bridge to a line from Six Mile Creek east to 

Aqualand Marina, and “C” south of this line to Buford Dam.  We have 30 stations 

that volunteers test the first weekend every month.  Secchi readings are taken by 

lowering a weighted disk into the water and measuring the distance it can be seen 

thus giving a gauge of clarity.  Chlorophyll a is used to determine nutrients in the 

Lake. 

The Lake Lanier Index is only a measure of nutrients and clarity and not of water 

safety. 

Thanks to our wonderful Adopt-A-Lake volunteers, AMPRO Labs for our 

chlorophyll a analysis, and the support of all Lake Lanier Association members. 

Smooth Sailing, 

Bev Nicholls 

 



July 2011 Lake Lanier Index 

The average Lake temperature was 85, 1 degree higher than June.  Our Secchi 

reading average dropped 1.7 feet to 6.8 feet.  The lowest reading was 2.9 feet 

north of the Rowing venue and our highest was 10.7 feet under Brown’s Bridge.  A 

section averaged 5.2 feet, B 9.8 feet and C 8.5 feet.  Chlorophyll a readings were 

low with only one at 2 PPB and the rest at 1 ppb.  We will lower our Lake Lanier 

index to 6 1/2 with decreased clarity and continued low chlorophyll. 

Adopt-A-Lake divides Lake Lanier into three sections “A” north of Brown’s Bridge, 

“B” the center region south of the Bridge to a line from Six Mile Creek east to 

Aqualand Marina, and “C” south of this line to Buford Dam.  We have 30 stations 

that volunteers test the first weekend every month.  Secchi readings are taken by 

lowering a weighted disk into the water and measuring the distance it can be seen 

thus giving a gauge of clarity.  Chlorophyll a is used to determine nutrients in the 

Lake. 

The Lake Lanier Index is only a measure of nutrients and clarity and not of water 

safety. 

Thanks to our wonderful Adopt-A-Lake volunteers, AMPRO Labs for our 

chlorophyll a analysis, and the support of all Lake Lanier Association members. 

Smooth Sailing, 

Bev Nicholls 

 



August 2011 Lake Lanier Index 

The average Lake temperature rose to 86.5, 1.5 degree higher than July.  The Lake 

temperature has remained almost constant since June.  The Secchi went up 

slightly to 7.2 feet from 6.8 in July.  Our low reading was 2 feet in Wahoo Creek 

and the highest reading near Bald Ridge Marina at 10.4 feet.   A section averaged 

4.9 feet, B 10.4 feet and C 9.1 feet.  Chlorophyll a readings were low with 2 at 4 

PPB 1 at 3 and 1 at 2 and the rest at 1 ppb.  All of the readings above 1PPB were in 

shallow areas north of Brown’s Bridge.  We will leave our Lake Lanier index at 6 

1/2 with a very slight increase in clarity and continued low chlorophyll. 

Adopt-A-Lake divides Lake Lanier into three sections “A” north of Brown’s Bridge, 

“B” the center region south of the Bridge to a line from Six Mile Creek east to 

Aqualand Marina, and “C” south of this line to Buford Dam.  We have 30 stations 

that volunteers test the first weekend every month.  Secchi readings are taken by 

lowering a weighted disk into the water and measuring the distance it can be seen 

thus giving a gauge of clarity.  Chlorophyll a is used to determine nutrients in the 

Lake. 

The Lake Lanier Index is only a measure of nutrients and clarity and not of water 

safety. 

Thanks to our wonderful Adopt-A-Lake volunteers, AMPRO Labs for our 

chlorophyll a analysis, and the support of all Lake Lanier Association members. 

Smooth Sailing, 

Bev Nicholls 

 



September 2011 Lake Lanier Index 

The average Lake temperature fell to 82, a 4.5 degree drop from August.  We had 

four stations below 80 degrees.  The Secchi reading average dropped a foot to 6.2 

feet from 7.2 in August.  Our low reading was 2.6 feet in north of the rowing 

venue and the highest readings were 8.5 feet near Old Federal Island, the Sailing 

Club and Mud Creek just north of Aqualand in our B section.   A section averaged 

5.2 feet a slight increase from August, B 8.1 feet a 2.3 foot decrease and C 8.1 feet 

a foot drop.  The lower clarity was probably due to lower Lake levels and heavy 

late summer boat traffic.  Chlorophyll a readings continued low with 2 sites at 3 

ppb , 4 at 2 and the rest at 1 ppb.  All of the readings above 1ppb were in shallow 

areas north of Brown’s Bridge.  We will drop our Lake Lanier index slightly to 6 

with a decrease in clarity and continued low chlorophyll. 

Adopt-A-Lake divides Lake Lanier into three sections “A” north of Brown’s Bridge, 

“B” the center region south of the Bridge to a line from Six Mile Creek east to 

Aqualand Marina, and “C” south of this line to Buford Dam.  We have 30 stations 

that volunteers test the first weekend every month.  Secchi readings are taken by 

lowering a weighted disk into the water and measuring the distance it can be seen 

thus giving a gauge of clarity.  Chlorophyll a is used to determine nutrients in the 

Lake. 

The Lake Lanier Index is only a measure of nutrients and clarity and not of water 

safety. 

Thanks to our wonderful Adopt-A-Lake volunteers, AMPRO Labs for our 

chlorophyll a analysis, and the support of all Lake Lanier Association members. 

Smooth Sailing, 

Bev Nicholls 

 



October 2011 Lake Lanier Index 

With cooler temperatures the Lake average fell 14 degrees to 68 from 82 in 

September.  Our Secchi average was 6.5 feet a slight increase from the 6.2 last 

month.  A low of 2.6 feet in the Upper Chattahoochee arm  and a high of 10.7 feet 

on the Eastern Shore Mid Lake.  Section A had an average of 5.2 feet, B 8.8 feet, 

and 6.5 feet in section C.  Chlorophyll a readings were low with the stations 

reporting either a 1 or 2 PPB.  We will leave our Lake Lanier Index at 6 with little 

change in both the clarity and chlorophyll readings. 

Adopt-A-Lake divides Lake Lanier into three sections “A” north of Brown’s Bridge, 

“B” the center region south of the Bridge to a line from Six Mile Creek east to 

Aqualand Marina, and “C” south of this line to Buford Dam.  We have 30 stations 

that volunteers test the first weekend every month.  Secchi readings are taken by 

lowering a weighted disk into the water and measuring the distance it can be seen 

thus giving a gauge of clarity.  Chlorophyll a is used to determine nutrients in the 

Lake. 

The Lake Lanier Index is only a measure of nutrients and clarity and not of water 

safety. 

Thanks to our wonderful Adopt-A-Lake volunteers, AMPRO Labs for our 

chlorophyll a analysis, and the support of all Lake Lanier Association members. 

Smooth Sailing, 

Bev Nicholls 

 



December 2011 Lake Lanier Index 

The Lake temperature dropped ten degrees in early December to 54.  Our Secchi 

readings went up to an average of 6.5 feet from November’s low of 5.5.  Our low 

was in the Wahoo Creek area of 2.4 feet and the high was 8.5 feet at three 

stations on the eastern side of the Lake off the Old Federal Campground area. “A” 

section had an average of 5.2 feet, “B” 7.8 feet and “C” 8.1.  Our Chlorophyll a 

readings dropped to 2.5 PPB average with a high of 4 PPB in Wahoo Creek and 

two stations reporting 3 PPB one in the Little River area and the other in Flat 

Creek.  With both our Secchi and our Chlorophyll a readings improving we will 

boost our Lake Lanier Index to 6.   

We would like to wish everyone a safe and Happy Holiday season from Lake 

Lanier Adopt-A-Lake. 

Adopt-A-Lake divides Lake Lanier into three sections “A” north of Brown’s Bridge, 

“B” the center region south of the Bridge to a line from Six Mile Creek east to 

Aqualand Marina, and “C” south of this line to Buford Dam.  We have 30 stations 

that volunteers test the first weekend every month.  Secchi readings are taken by 

lowering a weighted disk into the water and measuring the distance it can be seen 

thus giving a gauge of clarity.  Chlorophyll a is used to determine nutrients in the 

Lake. 

The Lake Lanier Index is only a measure of nutrients and clarity and not of water 

safety. 

Thanks to our wonderful Adopt-A-Lake volunteers, AMPRO Labs for our 

chlorophyll a analysis, and the support of all Lake Lanier Association members. 

Smooth Sailing, 

Bev Nicholls 
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