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Message from the Board of Directors
I often comment to groups that if the
Lake Lanier Association did not exist,
they would have to create one. This
just focuses attention on the fact that
regardless of the resource, ‘someone’
needs to take care of it. There really is
no other group or organization that is
concerned about Lake Lanier. The city,
county, state and even federal agencies
live and act inside their silos of
responsibility. We encountered those
barriers when trying to get permission
to remove the 40 foot house boat that
sunk. By the time we worked around
all of the finger pointing, the boat had
sunk and what would have been a
relatively inexpensive cost to remove
became a $15,000 effort.
So, would the lake actually have
over 1,000 tons of debris scattered
around its shoreline if LLA had not
removed it over the 30 year history of
Shore Sweep? Would the numerous
abandoned and derelict boats have
magically been removed? Would there
be almost 300 flashing solar lights on
the lake to give guidance for night
time boaters on the lake? Would there
be protected islands from further
erosion? Would someone else have
gone to the courts to argue for higher
water quality discharges into the lake –
and won?
Who knows? Maybe if the problems
became severe enough a group of
lake dwellers and visitors would have
stepped forwarded and created an
organization to do part of these. But
the good news is that there already is
an association focused on the health

and preservation of this amazing
resource that contributes so much
to our quality of life and economic
wellbeing.
With 10,000 homes, an equal number
of marina docks and 11.8 million
visitors each year, there will always be
differences of opinions on lake issues.
But an organization like LLA that is not
vested in the outcome of controversial
issues is the best way to remain
focused on what is best for the lake.
If you enjoy the lake and want to make
sure that it is protected, support LLA.
Your membership at any level is a
bargain. It pays for thousands of manhours of volunteer work throughout
the year. Nowhere else will you get this
kind of return for your investment.

Wilton Rooks
President
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Erosion & Sedimentation Committee
With a near-record amount
of rainfall in 2018, reports of
sediment runoff into the Lake
became more and more numerous.
There are a number of sizeable
residential developments already
underway around the Lake,
with more expected to start in
2019. Fortunately, even with the
enormous amount of rain that fell in
December, no catastrophic events
were reported. That said, Forsyth
County issued a Stop Work order for
High Pointe subdivision on Buford
Dam Road for erosion issues, and we
have been told that the Stop Work
will not be lifted until the County
gets an acceptable remediation
plan. Thanks go out to committee
member Donna VanVarick for
her persistence and dedication in
dealing with this situation.
The Committee has also received
many comments about the Lanier
Golf Club redevelopment off Buford
Dam Road. Forsyth County agreed to
LLA’s request that it test the water
being pumped from the old golf
course pond onto a Corps flowage
easement to determine whether
contaminants such as pesticides
and arsenic, typically encountered
at golf courses, were possibly being
allowed to enter Lake Lanier. The
good news is that the test did not
show contamination of the water.
According to the report, “…pesticide,
herbicide, and semi-volatile organic
compounds (SVOCs) groups were all
below detectable limits. All dissolved
metals were either below detectable
limits or below acute or chronic
toxicity levels to protect aquatic life
identified in the state water quality
rules.”

Forsyth County deserves
our thanks for its leadership
in controlling erosion and
sedimentation involving Lake
Lanier. The County’s willingness
to act demonstrates that it values
the health of our Lake and is

willing to enforce its regulations
for the benefit of the entire Lake
Lanier community. We hope LLA
members will communicate their
thanks and encouragement to
Forsyth for its work in both of
these situations.
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Legal
The Special Master has
set a deadline of January
31 for the parties to file
their proposed findings
and conclusions and
supplemental briefs. LLA
will keep members apprised
of those filings and other
important developments in
the litigation as they arise.

Dock Permit Holders
It is worth saying again – dock permit
holders, if you buy or sell a dock with
a private individual, be sure to get
a signed Bill of Sale for your records

to document the transaction. Also, if
you hire a dock contractor to remove
an old dock for you, ask for a photo
of the dismantled dock being loading

onto a trailer for removal and also
ask for a copy of the tipping receipt
from the landfill or salvage yard
before you pay the contractor.
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Safety
Committee
January is “Boat Show Time”
here in the Southeast. It is an
important time for the Lake
Lanier Association for several
reasons. We have a booth at the
Atlanta Boat Show every year and
it is a great way to meet face to
face with many of our members.
This interaction gives us a better
understanding of what issues are
affecting our members and what
issues are impacting our Lake.
Here are some of the issues, and
some products we found that are
affecting safety on Lake Lanier.
The most interesting products we
saw at the show were products
and systems by Dock IQ. Their
products over the years have
evolved into state of the art
devices that help maintain and
protect your dock and what
you keep on it. Wireless camera
systems to monitor the security
of the dock, GPS and compass
movement tracker to alert any
abnormal dock movement, and
other motion sensors that make
sure your dock is not causing
a safety issue to nearby docks,
boats, and swimmers.

Clean,
Full,
& Safe.

Another product by Dock IQ
is Shock IQ. This product will
detect any hazardous electrical
currents around your dock
that could be a danger to
swimmers. It can be set up to
trip the circuit breaker to the
dock and sound an alarm to let
people know to stay out of the
water.
You can check out
these and other
products at their
website,
www.dockiq.com
Another company
at the show was
Aqua Stairs. Their
dock stairs are an
alternative to a
dock ladder, and
can make it safer
for older folks,
some people with
mobility issues,
and pets to get
out of the water.
You can check
them out at
www.aquastairs.
com

In our last newsletter we outlined
our major safety program for this
year is making people aware of
boating’s 100 Foot Rule. At our
booth we set up a contest to test
people’s ability to identify what
100 feet is. We had three large
(continued)
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(continued)
flags placed 60’, 100’, and 150’ from
a spot near our booth. We asked
as many people visiting our booth
as possible to take the 100’ test,
by identifying which flag was 100’
away. A rough estimate was about
half the boaters who took the test
identified the correct flag. Not a bad
score, but one that leaves room for
improvement.
Check out the below photos and
find the Red, Yellow and Navy Blue
flag with the LLA logo on it. Can you
tell which one is 100’ away in the
photo? Wake boat operators – can
you tell which one is 150’ away?
150’ is the minimum recommended
distance for wake boats from the
Water Sports Industry Association.*
*The red flag is 60’ away, the
yellow flag is 100’ away, the navy
blue flag is 150’ away.
You will see more efforts this
coming boating season of ways to
make more boat operators aware
of what 100 feet looks like on the
water, and make them more aware
that when your boat is less than
100 feet away from shoreline, any
stationary object (such as a dock),
or a person in the water, you should
be at idle speed.
Another observation at the Boat
Show was the number of wake
sport boats. This seems to be an
ongoing trend, and the growth of
the sport is causing some concern.
These boats put out a wake that
is much larger than other boats of
similar size. They can also operate
closer to shorelines and docks than
larger boats that put out similar
wakes. This can be very dangerous
to people on docks, and swimmers
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near the shoreline. It can also cause
serious erosion problems to Lake
Lanier shoreline, especially if the
lake level stays up through the
boating season.
The Water Sports Industry
Association (WSIA) acknowledges
this issue and is recommending that
wake boats operate 150 to 200 feet
from shorelines and other boats.
Check out their website:
www.wsia.net/wake-responsibly/
Also, check out this You Tube video
from the WSIA:
Wakesurfing Driver’s Courtesy:
“The Wake Zone” (2017)

Mark Your
Calendar for
LLA’s Annual
Meeting 2019!
This year our Annual Meeting
will be held at Aqualand
Marina for 2019. The date is
Saturday, April 13, 2019. We
hope to see another great
turnout like we had at our
Annual Meeting last year.
Be sure to watch your email
for more details and we look
forward to seeing you there!

Boat Show Grand Prize Giveaway
Congratulations to LLA members John & Debbie Krawietz for winning
the Yeti Hopper cooler as the grand prize giveaway from the boat
show. Also, big thanks to Candy, Jason, Tim and the rest of the gang
over at Hammonds Fishing Center for sponsoring a portion of the
cost of that prize. We appreciate your support!
Hope you enjoy it John & Debbie!
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Solar Lights – Shifting to Monitoring and Maintenance
After several years of working
on installing new solar lights on
hazard markers around the lake,
we have concluded the new
installation part of this program
with 289 lights in operation lakewide. We are now shifting to
monitoring and maintenance of
the existing lights.
We currently monitor the lights
by sending a crew out on a
vessel, at night, to run the entire
distance covering all 289 lights.
It takes eight hours to complete
a full monitoring run. We do this
every month during peak boating
season as well as February and
November. Thank you to Barkley
Geib of the Lanier Islands Marina
and Robert Estrada of TowBoatUS
for conducting the monitoring for
us the past several years.
Scott and Jennifer Smith of Scott’s
Boat Dock Pros will be conducting
the monitoring runs starting in
2019.
Two interesting options are
in development related to
monitoring of the lights.
One is that our volunteer and
LLA board member, Bill Tannahill,
has developed a modification
to the existing lights to indicate
the status of the battery charge
of a given light with a lighted
indicator that is visible during the
daytime. We have 20 of these
modified lights out on the lake
right now and we are conducting
a pilot program test with them
to determine what advantages
monitoring the lights in the
daytime give us.

The second option is that the
LLA has applied to be a sponsor
project for the Georgia Tech
Inventure Lab program. The
Inventure Lab at Georgia Tech
is self-described as sort of an
“American Idol for Nerds”.
Sponsor companies bring real
world business problems to the
students and the students work
in groups with a faculty advisor to
design and develop a technology
based solution to the issue. LLA
presented the monitoring of the
solar lights as a challenge for us
and we have been selected by not
just one, but two separate groups
of students to work on a solution.
We will see more definitive results
of this effort by May when the
students compete for awards
based on their completed design.
To see more about the Inventure
Lab, check out their website:
https://inventureprize.gatech.
edu/
Solar light install program
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Adopt-A-Lake Report

The Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District
The Metropolitan North Georgia Water
Planning District announced the first
meeting of 2019 for the Lanier/Basin
Advisory Council (BAC). The Basin
Advisory Councils provide community
input to future water planning in the 15
north Georgia counties.
The next Lanier/Oconee BAC meeting
will be held on January 31 at the
Gainesville Times building. If you are
interested in attending the meeting
and are interested in giving your input
into the future water planning for our
community, please contact:
Tom Vivelo
tvivelo@gmail.com
678-296-4732
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Committed to a clean, full, and
safe Lake Lanier to enhance its
economic value in Georgia.

Kroger Community Rewards
programs and services though our
members shopping at Kroger and
designating us as the beneficiary!

Don’t forget to update your Kroger
Community Rewards designation
for the Lake Lanier Association
nonprofit organization as your
beneficiary. Kroger requires
individuals to update their
beneficiary organization annually.
The Lake Lanier Association has
received over $1000 in income
from Kroger to support lake

If you haven’t already signed up,
you need a Kroger Plus Card to
participate. You can get a Plus Card
at the customer service desk at
any Kroger store. Once you have a
Kroger Plus Card, go to the Kroger
website https://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards and register
your Plus Card. As part of that
registration process, you will be
asked to designate a beneficiary
organization. Please choose
the Lake Lanier Association,
organization #37224.

Shop at AmazonSmile and
Amazon will donate a portion
of the sale to the Lake Lanier
Association! Use the below link
to directly access the Lake Lanier
Association support program
from AmazonSmile!
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/
58-1264797

