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A Letter From The President,
 The new year has started and we are preparing for another year of growth 
and prosperity for Lake Lanier and the Lake Lanier Association.  We have been 
working diligently to create strategies and work plans to specifically:

• Enhance and improve our communications                   
• Build relationships with elected public officials and agencies
• Expand and process improve our lake initiatives

 The first of our strategies involved hiring an additional resource to sup-
port plans to increase the frequency and scope of our information sharing and 
educational communications.  A good example of this is included in this news-
letter where you will find an article on page 9 that focuses on the deterioration of 
water quality in Lake Lanier.  Please take time to read our initial effort to create 
awareness of this complex issue.  It suggests we can all contribute to the solution 
with a perspective that “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound
                    Continued Page 2
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 of cure”.  Other examples are the January webinar we hosted 
with Tim Rainey, USACE  Operations Project Manager for Lake 
Lanier and the robust calendar of events planned for the year to 
inform and educate on a variety of issues and opportunities. 
 The second strategy is to strengthen existing connections 
and build relationships with the many newly elected officials 
in our Lake Lanier Community.  We have two new U.S. Sena-
tors, two new Congressional Representatives and four new State 
Legislators representing our members and the constituencies 
surrounding Lake Lanier.   We have already started by meeting 
with U.S. Representative Andrew Clyde and his staff to highlight 
our need for his support with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  
These relationships will become increasingly  important if the 
Water War with Florida ends sometime in 2021 and the dialogue 
to raise the full pool level for Lake Lanie re-emerges.
 The third strategic thrust is to expand and process im-
prove our existing on-lake initiatives, most notably expanding 
our Life Jacket Loaner Program, improving our Solar Lights 
monitoring process, enacting siltation ordinance improvements 
utilizing the Best Practice model adopted by Hall Co., conducting 
our 33rd Annual Shore Sweep Program, additional Island Rip 
Rap installations, creating more awareness of the dock dump-
ing issue and continuing our efforts to keep Lake Lanier CLEAN   
FULL SAFE!  
 Whew!  It’s a full plate of activity but we are up to the 
task.  Why?  Because we have a fantastic Board of Directors who 
volunteer their talent and time to make all these plans work.  
And most importantly, we also have you, our members who 
have demonstrated support and commitment.  Your member-
ship dues and a spirit of volunteerism play a significant role in 
the execution of our programs.  
 Stay tuned and know that we are working hard for you to 
keep Lake Lanier CLEAN  FULL  SAFE!!!  Thank you for being 
part of the team.  I look forward to another action packed and 
fun filled year on Lake Lanier.  Stay safe and thanks again for 
being an integral part of the Lake Lanier Association.
                                                                                                         

                           
        
       President, 

                                                             Lake Lanier Association                    

Jennifer Flowers- Executive Director
Victoria Clevenger- Communications and  
 Membership Coordinator

Staff

Lake Lanier Association
Board of Directors
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New Phase of Island Erosion Protections 
Beginning in 2021
We have successfully protected 12 islands and nearly two 
miles of shoreline from erosion. A new round of island 
erosion and sedimentation protections is slated to begin 
this year starting with input from you. With 39,000 acres 
and over 100 islands we can't see everything and we want 
to hear from our members regarding which islands you 
believe are experiencing an increased rate of erosion and  
in need of protection. 

We will take input online starting Monday March 8th 
through the Annual Member Celebration on April 17th. 
After the nomination period closes, we will compile a com-
prehensive list of islands to consider. We will then work to 
partner with the University of North Georgia to utilize GIS 
imagery to determine the rate at which the islands have 
suffered erosion. This erosion rate and determination of 
need will be a key parameter in determining the final list 
of islands in this phase. In addition to the erosion rate we 
must consider funding availability, project feasibility and other key factors in determining which islands 
will be included in the newest phase. We want to be sure that everyone understands we are soliciting input 
however we are not going to be able to do them all. If we are unable to add an island that you nominate to 
this round, we will keep it as a suggestion for any future rounds that we complete. 

Why Islands? Waves from wind and vessels take a toll on the islands shoreline. We have chosen to protect 
the islands because they are for the use and enjoyment of everyone on the lake. There is always the argu-
ment that all of the shoreline is owned by the Corps, however substantial public and private investment 
goes into this project and therefore, we want to ensure an equal benefit for everyone. 

Starting Monday March 8 go to lakelanier.org/our-work/full-lake/rip-rap/  to find out more information 
and nominate an island. 

Meeting with Colonel Joly 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Mobile District Commander

On January 27th LLA held our annual stewardship meeting with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer Mobile 
District Commander, Colonel Joly. This was the second year in a row that we met to discuss initiatives 
on Lake Lanier and ways that the Lake Lanier Association and the Corps of Engineers could continue to 
strengthen partnerships. Colonel Joly was supportive of the work that took place in 2020 and was equally 
supportive of the plans that we have set forth for 2021. This was especially true for the solar lights pro-
gram and enforcement of the shoreline management plan for dumped and derelict docks. We thank Col. 
Joly for taking the time to discuss these issues as well as the successes that occurred around Lake Lanier.
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Life Jacket Loaner Program Update
Wearing life jackets save lives. Building on 
the successful launch of our pilot Life Jacket 
Loaner Stations in 2020 at Mary Alice Park 
in Cumming, we are excited and looking to 
expand our efforts in 2021. We are currently 
working with the good folks at Forsyth County 
Parks and Recreation to identify locations to 
expand our program with an additional two 
stations located at one or more of the Forsyth 
County Parks with swim and boat access on 
Lake Lanier. Our intent would be that these 
new stations would be available and opera-
tional by Memorial Day, and would remain 
operational through the traditional lake sea-
son ending on Labor Day. As a reminder, each 
station is stocked with infant, child, youth, 
and adult sizes for life jackets. We’ll keep you 
posted as we finalize our agreement on the 
new locations.

Our hope is that by having life jackets available for borrowing and returning that we can help create a 
safer environment for people to enjoy the Lake Lanier experience. We will continue to inspect and re-
stock the life jackets on an ongoing basis, while gaining experience and feedback. We continue to desire 
ongoing expansion of the program in the future to include other parks and boat launch areas around the 
lake.

We appreciate all of those who have inquired about donating life jackets for our stations. Unfortunately, 
at this time, we are not in a position to accept your generous donations. We hope to be in the future once 
we work through a few logistical challenges. We need to have increased Life Jacket inventory storage, in-
spections of the donated jackets, and to make sure the jackets we use are consistent with the directions 
for use located on the signage at each of the stations. As we continue to gain experience, we will continue 
to consider a life jacket donation program, and will also be looking for opportunities to bring on inter-
ested businesses, government entities, and other charitable interests/foundations to sponsor additional 
stations.

We would like to hear from anyone who is interested in volunteering alongside our LLA team to help 
with the ongoing inspection, tracking, and restocking of the life jackets at any of our stations. The need 
would be for a once a week drive by at one or more of our stations between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day 2021. Training would be provided, and life jackets will be provided by LLA. If you have an interest 
in helping us advance this important lake safety initiative, please complete a volunteer inquiry on our 
website at lakelanier.org/get-involved. 
                                                                                                                   Dan Ohman

One of the Life Jacket Loaner Stations currently     
located at Mary Alice Park in Cumming. 
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We’ve missed seeing everyone and can’t wait to 
celebrate our members like YOU. Save the date for 
April 17th at Gainesville Marina and enjoy food from 
Skogies on Lake Lanier.  Attendees will have time 
to enjoy a vender fair, shop local and support those 
businesses that make up our Lake Lanier Commu-
nity. Following the vender fair, we will celebrate the 
year with Skogies, a cash bar, music and fun. Don't 
miss out on the fun and festivities celebrating the re-
turn of lake season. Registration will open on March 
17th. We’ve missed seeing everyone and can’t wait 
to celebrate our members like YOU. We’ll see you 
there!

LLA has teamed up with the Lake Lanier Olympic Park 
Venue to host a cleanup site as part of the Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper's Sweep the Hooch. LLA will be leading 
the ‘motorized boat’ cleanup effort for the Lake Lanier 
Olympic Park Venue location. This location is a part of 
Shore Sweep every year, but because it is located so far 
north, volunteers gather a lot of trash but there are never 
enough to do a true Shore Sweep. That is why we choose 
to focus on this location during the Spring and we need 
your help. If you can not join us at the Olympic venue 
check out the other locations around the lake. There are 
lots of opportunities for walkers, paddlers and boaters.

Register at chattahoochee.org/sweep-the-hooch/

How we maintain our yard affects Lake Lanier. This fact 
is true whether we live directly on the lake or just within 
the area. Learn best practices and tips in our Webinar: 
Yard Care for a Healthy Lanier. Learn how to properly 
maintain your yard while protecting water quality. 

Be on the look out for registration information coming 
the week of March 15th. 
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EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION
Sediment entering the lake clogs wildlife habitat and 
carries with it phosphorous and nitrogen into the 
lake. Once the sediment reaches Lanier, the nutrients 
attached to the soil are released into the water. This 
contributes to the nutrient loading of the lake de-
tailed below, exacerbating algae levels. 

E. COLI 
Another form of pollution that has potentially seri-
ous health effects is Escherichia coli (E. coli), a bac-
teria that normally lives in the intestines of warm 
blooded animals. While E. coli is usually harmless or 
causes only relatively brief sickness, a few strains can 
cause severe symptoms and require medical atten-
tion especially for children or the elderly. E-coli does 
not typically thrive in a lake environment, though it 
is suggested to avoid contact with the water 24-48 
hours after a heavy rain. E-coli can be found along 
shorelines where an abundance of wildlife, such as 
geese are located on the shoreline or upstream. We 
can all help control the presence of E. coli in the lake. 
While geese, cattle, and chicken houses contribute. 
Pet waste, septic tanks, sewer spills, and improperly 
operated marine toilets are also sources. People can 
help by cleaning up after their pets and by properly 
maintaining and operating septic systems and marine 
toilets.

ALGAE & PHOSPHOROUS
The most concerning factors negatively affecting 
Lake Lanier’s water quality is an increasing level of 

The Lake is at Risk and Why You Should Care

phosphorus in the water, which in turn is causing an 
increase in algae growth. Algae are photosynthetic 
aquatic organisms that range from microscopic, 
single-celled organisms to large seaweeds. An “al-
gae bloom” is a rapid increase in the population of 
algae and is primarily caused by an excessive vol-
ume of nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen. 
An abundance of algae can also cause harmless yet 
disagreeable taste and odor issues in our drinking 
water. 

The majority of algae in Lake Lanier is non filamen-
tous nontoxic algae species. This means even at 
higher levels it does not create a mat on the water 
but can be seen as a green tint in the water. 

Chlorophyll a Testing
We monitor algae levels by measuring levels of Chlo-
rophyll a, a pigment contained in plants, algae, and 
cyanobacteria. Chlorophyll a is often used as a sur-
rogate for algae growth because it provides a ready 
means of monitoring algae levels. Chlorophyll a 
levels vary with water volume and temperature, and 
are usually higher when temperatures and rainfall 
are high. Lake Lanier’s Chlorophyll a readings have 
been rising, especially since 2017. The testing results 
are detailed in the following graph. The northern 
sections of the lake, Bolling Bridge and Lanier Bridge 
have the highest allowed concentrations, 10ppm with 
the allowable limits decreasing to 5ppm at Buford 
Dam. This decrease relates to the volume of water to 
nutrient concentrations in each location. 

CLEAN LAKE, FULL LAKE, SAFE LAKE. You know our mantra and LLA 
wants you to know what our plan is to support the all-important first ele-
ment. Over the years, LLA has successfully implemented programs like 
Adopt-A-Lake, Shore Sweep, ADDV and Erosion and Sedimentation to all 
work together to ensure we have a Clean Lake. While these efforts have 
made an impact, there is much more to be done to ensure the ongoing and 
future health of Lake Lanier. Trash, nutrients, sedimentation, harsh chemi-
cals and E. coli all deteriorate Lanier’s water quality. Below we have detailed 
the issues with three of these pollutants. As LLA members, we ask that you take a look at these concerns and 
join us in our Clean Lake Campaign efforts to keep Lake Lanier clean for generations to come.
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   In Lake Lanier, phosphorus has been identified as the primary cause of the increase in algae. High 
phosphorus content in Lanier is largely due to nonpoint source runoff from urban areas (e.g., streets, park-
ing lots, and lawns that have been fertilized) and agricultural lands (e.g., cattle, fields and chicken houses). 
Point sources such as wastewater treatment facilities also contribute. The state produced a document that 
details the sources of phosphorus from around the lake and sets the maximum levels of phosphorous that 
should enter Lake Lanier to still maintain the lake’s water quality. This document is a good guideline for 
where to approach the issue of rising phosphorous levels, though it does not create a direct road map to a 
solution.

Blue-Green Algae Blooms appeared in Lanier for the 
first time in 2020. 

 One of the more dangerous forms of algae is various spe-
cies of Cyanobacteria, the so-called blue-green algae. Blue-Green 
algae blooms can produce toxins. In 2020 there were nine small 
blue-green algae blooms visually confirmed on Lake Lanier. One 
bloom was tested and verified to be Cyanobacteria which was 
producing a low level of the toxin microcystin. The significance of 
this lies in the fact that this was the first time that these types of 
blooms were documented in Lanier.  Certain species of algae can 
produce toxins that can sicken or kill dogs, fish, mammals, and 
birds, and in extreme cases may cause human illness. 

 These blooms were all located in isolated areas and are 
very visually distinct. They are bright green in nature and appear 

almost like spilled paint in the water. The fact that they are so distinct allows them to be easily avoided.  
Please report to us if you see any suspected blue-green blooms. 
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The water quality of Lake Lanier is a growing concern, but the lake is still safe to use for swimming, boat-
ing and as a source of properly sanitized drinking water. LLA has been studying the situation and strate-
gizing on how it can not only help maintain a CLEAN LAKE but help restore Lake Lanier to lower levels of 
Chlorophyll a, phosphorus, E. coli, and other deleterious substances. Our strategies will be evolving as we 
gather more knowledge and expertise, but our goal is to protect Lake Lanier and all its users.

OUR ACTION PLAN

Collaboration - LLA has long worked with local and state governments such as EPD and local County 
and City water management agencies on all three elements of our mantra. But we will be expanding our 
work with not only government officials but other nonprofits and public and private organizations that can 
help us in our quest to keep the lake clean. We will also be encouraging local governments to adopt best 
practices, like Hall County’s newly-revised storm water ordinance requiring double-row silt fences and hay 
bales on all developments bordering the lake. 

Education - LLA members must be actors, too – it will take all of us working together to find and be 
the solution. There are practical steps you can take to improve water quality; including proper main-
tenance of marine toilets, careful consideration of lawn treatments and 
cleaners used on boats or docks. We will support these actions by 
raising awareness in the lake community about all Clean Lake 
issues through webinars, our new website, our newsletter, and 
civic organization meetings.

Member Action - One of LLA’s longtime programs has 
been the Clean Lake Pledge, previously the homeowners pledge, 
will detail meaningful steps which homeowners throughout the Lake 
Lanier watershed can take to protect and preserve the quality of Lake Lanier’s water. The newly revised 
Clean Lake Pledge will be available to take starting at our Annual Member Celebration on April 17. 

Report a Problem - Using the new LLA website, lake lovers can report a water quality problem on 
the lake. Once problems are identified LLA collaborates with the respective agencies and organizations to 
address the concern whenever possible. This is an on-going effort and one we will further develop through 
the See Something Say Something program rolling out this Spring.

Our preferred course of action is to be a solution builder. We seek to work with LLA mem-
bers, government authorities and local leaders to find, develop, and implement solutions 
that are durable, effective, and beneficial for the entire Lake Lanier community. The 
goal is to ensure that Lake Lanier’s water is protected for generations to come, and LLA 
is committed to being part of the solution, whatever that requires. We encourage you to 
share this information with your friends and neighbors around the lake. We hope you 
will support us in this effort and stake your claim to preserving a CLEAN LAKE.



Activities
Lake Lanier Islands Devel-
opment Authority

Home Building and 
Remodling

Sullivan & Forbes, LLC
2315 Browns Bridge Rd, 
Gainesville, GA 30504
sullivanforbes.com

Keystone Remodeling
11660 Alpharetta Hwy
Suite #258
Alpharetta, GA 30076
keystoneremodeling.com

Lighting
The Outdoor Lights
3335-A Hutchinson Road
Cumming , GA 30040
theoutdoorlights.com

Athens Boat Club
athensboatclub.com

Banking
United Community 
Bank
6372 HIghway 53 East
Dawsonville, GA 30534

Dock
Easy Life Dock 
Monitoring Service
770-831-3984
easylifelanier.com

Spider-Free
770-704-4560
spider-free.com

Boat and Dock Accessories
Spider Diaper
800-972-8057
shadetreefabrics.com

Kobor Med Search
(706) 265-9708

Property Management
Spalding Brokers
678.534.7490
spaldingbrokers.com
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LLA Business Member Spotlight 
During this time of economic recovery, we thank all of our business sponsors who make the 

Association’s work possible! Please support businesses who work with LLA to help keep     
Lake Lanier Clean, Full and Safe! 

Thank you to theses businesses for joining or renewing their membership from 
Mid-December to Mid-February.

Marinas
Sunrise Cove Marina
5725 Flat Creek Road
Gainesville, GA 30504
sunrisecovemarina.com

Boat Dealers
MarineMax Cumming
1860 Bald Ridge Marina Rd, 
Cumming, GA 30041
marinemax.com

Sound and Electronics
AVC Marine
3292 McEver Rd, 
Buford, GA 30518
marineaudio-atlanta.com

Real Estate
Sheila Davis Group
(770) 235-6907
LakeLaniersFinest.com

Living on Lake Lanier
Teresa Smith
770.654.4173
LivingonLakeLanier.com

Lake Homes Realty
Jill Baugus
(678) 872-2111
lakehomes.com

Holli Clem, REALTOR
holliclem.com

Lake Homes Atlanta
Ardy Franssen
770-329-0964
lakehomesatlanta.com

Engineer, Manufacture, and 
Repair Company
Atlanta Gear Works
706.216.5040
atlantagear.com

Other
Lanier Flight Center
678.989.2395
lanierflightcenter.com

Cornerstone Schools
(770) 205-8202
cornerstone-schools.
com

Wake and Sprockets 
DudeFest (WSD)

Special Thank you to The Sheila Davis Group for a Signature 
Sponsorship of our 2021 Annual Member Celebration 
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www.lakelanier.org

Facebook: Lake Lanier Association  @lakelanierassoc

Instagram: LakeLanierAssociation

Follow us online at:

Committed to a  c lean,  ful l 
and safe Lake Lanier  to     

enhance i ts  economic value 
in Georgia.

615F Oak Street  Suite  200
Gainesvi l le ,  GA 30501

770-503-7757


